
Here at Avathon Capital, we are
passionate enablers of the globalization of education. 
As income and standards of living continue to rise 
around the world, the demand for high-quality 
education is rapidly increasing across a variety of 
forms (e.g., traditional secondary and higher 
education, vocational, skills training, certificates and 
post grad degrees). In many cases, students are 
leaving their home countries to pursue their 
education, often studying abroad in places like the 
United States, the United Kingdom, Australia and 
Canada. According to the Institute of International 
Education, 4.6 million students pursued post-
secondary education abroad in 2017 (up from 2.1 
million in 2001). These students often see an 
international post-secondary education as a path to 
higher earnings potential and a better quality of life. 
We believe that supporting this trend and improving 
access to quality education for students around the 
world will help to narrow the technology, skill and 
wealth gaps that exist between countries today. 

Despite this rapidly rising demand for 
international education, it is very difficult for students 
to find the right place to study that will help them 
prosper and grow academically and personally. 
This is where Shorelight comes in. Under the 
leadership of CEO Tom Dretler since its founding in 
2013, Shorelight partners with U.S. universities 
and has developed a suite of best-in-class 
programs to not only help international students find 
the U.S. university program that best suits their 
needs, but also, perhaps more importantly, help them 
succeed once they arrive on-campus.

As part of a first-year pathway program, Shorelight 
offers its students robust on-campus cultural support, 
academic support and English language courses to 
prepare them to succeed at the U.S. university 
of their choice. Over the past six years, the results 
have been striking – over 9,000 students are 
now studying at a Shorelight partner university 
and they are succeeding (Shorelight students 
progress through to degrees at a 50%+ higher rate 
than the international student average) – and we 
expect the trend to continue.

Beyond students moving abroad for their 
education, Shorelight is also pioneering a 
transformative, “flipped-classroom” modality, 
Shorelight LIVE, for students to access a top-tier 
international university education synchronously 
from their home country. This modality will expand 
access to a U.S. university education to more 
international students who do not have the 
means or desire to leave their home country for 
further schooling. 

Together, Shorelight’s on and off 
campus programs enable more students to get 
the degree that they want, from the school 
they want, in order to achieve their 
academic, professional and personal aspirations. 
Collectively, more educated students in more 
countries around the world will facilitate 
human capital development, economic growth 
and improved quality of life.

SHORELIGHT EDUCATION: INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS' 
CONNECTION TO TOP-RANKED UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES IN THE U.S. 

Avathon Capital is an investment platform with over $400 million of AUM that is committed to fostering innovation and impact in the education and workforce 
management markets. Avathon was coined from two ancient Greek words – “av” meaning “to bind together” and “athon” from marathon and represents our 
commitment to supporting our partners as they build enduring companies designed for growth and impact. At Avathon, we have a running start. We are building 
off a 30-year legacy of long-time sector expertise, meaningful connections, and successful investments. We will continue to be supported by Sterling Partners 
and will continue to invest between $10 million and $50 million of equity capital in either minority or control situations.




